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We have suspended action on your several requests for 


documents pending your compliance with our request of 


2 November 1973. 


Sincerely, 


Af 


Angus MacLean Thuermer 
Assistant te the Director 
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The attached proposed letter 
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view of his Routing Sheet comments 
(attached) of 8 February. Please 


see also[____]memo 


,on the subject dated 14 March. . 
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14 March 1974 


SUBJECT : [Requests 


1. You have referred to us the Director's question concerning the 
right of the Agency to attempt to forced sto return to us all ST 
copies of classified documents in his possession. Specifically, in approving 
the proposed reply to[— _ request of 12 November for some 39 
documents, which reply would make available tof a majority of STA 
the documents requested (though with some minor excisions), the Director 
asked whether we may add as a "condition" to our reply that[ STA 
respond to our letter to him of 2 November 1973. In that letter, you will 
recall, we had advised[__|that we could declassify and release to 
him documents requested by his letter of 4 September, again however 
with minor deletions. But we also said on 2 November "If you will return 
all copies you have, we will make the necessary deletions, declassify 
the documents, and return copies to you. Under the secrecy agreement 
signed by you, you may not reveal or publish any classified information | 
or have in your possession any classified CIA documents. Accordingly, 
when you return the documents, you should also certify that you have 
no other copies and no other CIA classified documents." [__|has not 
complied with that request. Rather his reply, of 12 November, which is 
also the request which the Director was considering when he posed this 
question, states that "the aniatcea procedure you propose is not 
acceptable." 


2. The Executive Order and implementing NSC Directive in no 
way reflect any contemplation of a situation such as this, that is, an 
employee taking with him and retaining classified documents and there- 
after requesting their declassification while also requesting the declassi- 
fication of additional documents. Insofar as those two regulations concern 
the right to require review for declassification, the public, not former 
employees, was the intended beneficiary. Further, they require that 
classified information be used, stored and protected in specified ways 
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and they also provide that only persons duly cleared and having a 

need to know may be given access to classified documents. The Order 
also provides for administrative disciplinary action against officers and 
employees, including referral to the Department of Justice where "a 
violation of criminal statutes may be involved." It is reasonable to 
conclude that administrative actions may be taken against former employees 
as well. 


3. On the other hand, the Executive Order, on its face at least, 
contemplates that each request for declassification is to be handled on its 
merits. Further, although the condition suggested by the Director would 
be consistent with the Executive Order and our own regulations, it also 
would be asserting technical but not substantive principle, that is, the 
documents involved probably are of little security consequence even 
without the deletions proposed. Further, I doubt that ICRC would 
support us if we undertake action and the matter thereafter reaches ICRC. 


4. Underlying all this is the question of whether one response 
on our part, rather than another, might incite] __|to levy more requests 
on us or, conversely, to desist. He came forward to oppose the Colby 
confirmation and it may be that he is seeking notoriety. On the other 


hand, he may lack the resources or initiative to pursue this matter through 
the ICRC or the courts. 


5. On balance, I believe it would not be harmful, and might be 
useful, to take at least one more step in an attempt to require him to _ 
return all classified documents, but I would not do so in a letter which 
also makes available other documents. Specifically, I would reply 
substantially as follows: 


Dear 


We have suspended action on your several 
requests for documents pending your compliance 
with our request of 2 November 1973. 


Yours very truly, 


Angus MacLean Thuermer 


Iff[- does not reply, probably we should do nothing further. If he 
complies, we would have to continue to process all his requests. If he 
replies, but does not comply, we would have to determine what action 
his reply calls for. 


Associate General Counsel _ 
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ward the letter through the DD/M§S before it 


goes to Angus Thuermer. 
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6 FFR 1974 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 


THROUGH : Executive Assistant to the Director 
FROM : Deputy Director for Management and Services 


SURJECT Mandatory Declassification Request - 


1. Action Requested: Guidance_is r uested with 
respect to the Agency's response tober ana remuent STA 
ee second group of documents be declassified an released 

to him. 


2, Basic Data: In a letter dated 12 November 1973, 
Mr. a former Agency employee, requested the 
deciass cation of over 40 documents, several of which he 
originated, basing his request on Executive Order 11652. 
This followed an earlier request of 4 September 1973 for the 
declassification of five [_Jorisinated documents, copies 
of which he provided the Senate Armed Services Committee at 
the time of your confirmation hearings. Following a review 
by Agency officials, the latter five documents were approved 
for release to Mr. _] in sanitized form, subject to his 
coe the copies in his possession--which he has failed 
to do. 


Thirty-nine of the documents requested by ur.[ __|in 
his letter of 12 November 1973 were located. The documents 
were reviewed by the DDO and, following that review, by the 
Deputy for National Intelligence Officers. Their recommenda- 
tions differed. The Acting Chief of the Information Services 
Group, responding on behalf of _neted that seven of 
the documents were sourced to and fell under 
exemption category 58(1) of the Executive Order; eight docu- 
ments tended to disclose intelligence sources and methods, 
exemption category 5B(2}; 19 documents, it was believed, would 
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adversely affect the U. S. national security posture if 
released, exemption category SB(3); and the remaining five 
documents were judged releasable. The Deputy for National 
Intelligence Officers concurred with the DDO determination 
that the seven documents based adr could not 
be released, and agreed to the rel the five documents 
approved by the DDO. Of the eight documents which the DDO 
regarded as exempted under 5B(2), the Deputy for National 
Intelligence Officers expressed some doubt as to whether 

four of the documents (three operational cables and one 
disseminated information report) were of such sensitivity 

as to require continued protection. With regard to the 19 
documents viewed by the DDO as falling under 5SB(3)--they 
dealt with election corruption on the part of the Govern- 
ment--the Deputy for National Intelligence Officers concluded 
that they could be released without affecting U. S. national 
security. (Copies of the reviewer's responses are on file 

in the Information Systems Analysis Staff end can be made 
available.) 


On the basis of the recommendations received from the 
reviewing officers, the Information Systems Analysis Staff 
has prepared sanitized versions of 25 documents: the five 
documents deemed releasable by both reviewers, the 19 decu- 
ments on which there was disagreement over the applicability 
of exemption category 53(3), and one information report from 
among the eight documents for which the DDO claimed exemp- 
tion under category 58(2). In most respects, the selection 
of documents for release conforms with the recommendations 
of the Deputy for National Intel . Without 
exception, the documents consist isseminated 
reports. These were sanitized by source 
descriptions, classification and control markings, and 
references to other reports. Copies are attached. 


%. Recommendations: It is recommended that you approve 
the release of the 25 documents to Me.[ | in their present 
sanitized form. . 

/s/ Harold L. Brownman 
HAROLD L. BROWNMAN 
Deputy Director 
for 
Management and Services 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


We have completed our review of the documents requested 
by your letter of 12 November 1975. The majority, 25 of 
the 39 that we were able to locate, can be released to you 
with minimal excisions required under the Director's respon- 
sibility for protection of sources and methods. The releasable 
documents are unclassified copies of the full text in each 
case, thus satisfying your needs while leaving the originals 
in their classified form. 


The remaining 14 documents requested by you were deter- 
mined to fall under exemption categories 5B(1) and 5B(2) of 
Executive Order 11652, and hence are not releasable. This 
determination may be appealed by you if you wish to take the 
matter to the CIA Information Review Committee. 


The charge for searching these documents, at $6.00 per 
hour or fraction thereof, is $12.00. In addition there is 
a charge of 10¢ per page for copying the documents, amounting 
to $4.70. Your remittance in the amount of $16.70 payable 
by check or money order to the Treasurer of the United States 
will release the documents to you by return mail. 


Sincerely, 


Angus MacLean Thuermer 
Assistant to the Director 
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Mr. Angus MacLean Thuermer 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C.. 20505 


Dear Mr. Thuermer: 


Thank you for your letter of 2 November 1973, in which you 
advise me that the Agency is able to declassify and release 
to me the documents requested in my letter of 4 September 1973. 


Correctly, you cite my willingness for security reasons to have 
deleted psuedonyms, cryptonyms or true names. However, the 
unilateral procedure you propose is not acceptable. 


It will be recalled that when the Senate Armed Services 
Committee requested copies of these documents, CIA said they 
could not be found - implying they did not exist. You and I 
Know that CIA has the best computerized data retrieval system 
in the world. Also, we know that memoranda sent to the Deputv 
Director (Plans), who in reality is the Director of the 
Clandestine Services, do not get lost. 


If, casually it seems, CIA attempts to decieve the United 
States Senate, you should not be astonished if this former 
career CIA officer indicates a feeling of distrust and 
anxiety. Also, I am not aware that Executive Order 11652 
establishes preconditions for the declassification of CIA 
documents. My offer to accept certain deletions merely 
confirms that I have been more security conscious than the 
Agency you now represent. Do you want proof? 


I request the declassification of t 
attached below. Also the following: 


e number iS Wrong 

informs me you have 

Also, my memorandum 

President Kennedy ( ; — OT . 

Assistants Arthur Schlesinger and RalphDungan), dated March 61. 


You remind me of secrecy agreements. I remind you and Mr. Colby 
(nothing personal) that CIA is not a private company but an. 
Agency of the US Government, answerable to the US Congress and 
to the American people. j 


15 Nz an A fpex 
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- I am pleased to advise you wa area able to declassify 
and Telease to you the documents reauested in your letter 
of 4 September 1973. As you anticipated in the third 
paragraph of that letter, it was necessary to maka a. fay 
vary ginor deletions. If you will- return ali copies you 
have, we Will make the necessary delations, declassity 
tae documents, and return cepies to you. Under the _ 
Secrecy agreement signad by you, you may not reveal or 
publish aay classified information or have in your 
POS3Ze5320n any Classified CIA documents, Accordingly 
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Mr. Angus MacLean Thuermer Pry F°9@ Dat 
Central Intelligence Agency ed tala) bi 
Washington, D.C. 20505 Fi'a 
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Dear Mr. Thuermer;: 


Thank you for your letter of 2 November 1973, in which you 
advise me that the Agency is able to declassify and release 
to me the documents requested in my letter of 4 September i973, 


Correctly, you cite my willingness for security reasons to have 
deleted .psuedonyms, cryptonyms or true names. However, the 
unilateral procedure you propose is not acceptable, | 


It will be recalled that when the Senate Armed Services 
Committee requested copies of these documents, CIA said they 
Could not be found - implying they did not exist. You and I 
know that CIA has the best computerized data retrieval system 
in the world. Also, we know that memoranda sent to the Deputy 
Director (Plans), who in reality is the Director of the 

_ Clandestine Services, do not get lost. 


If, casually it seems, CIA attempts to decieve the United 
States Senate, you should not be astonished if’ this former 
Career CIA officer indicates a feeling of distrust and 
anxiety. Also, I am not aware that Executive Order 11652 
establishes preconditions for the declassification of CIA 
documents. My offer to accept certain deletions merely 

confirms that I have been more security conscious than the 
Agency you now represent. Do you want proof ? 


I request the declassi 
attached below 


fication of t 


STAT 


umber 1s wrong the date is right, Senate Committe Woolsey Gc 
informs me you have located this one); OUT 81432, 
Also, my memorandum on CIA ad Operations addressed to 

STAT President Kennedy (done wit the authorization of Special 
Assistants Arthur Schlesinger and RalphDungan), dated March 61, 


You remind me of secrecy agreements. I remind you and Mr. Colby 
(nothing personal) that CIA is not a private company but an 
Agency of the us Government, answerable to the US Congress and 
to the American people. Sincer 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


I am pleased to advise you we areable to declassify and 
release to you the documents requested in your letter of 4 


# September 1973. As you anticipated in the third paragraph of 


that letter, it was necessary to make a few very minor deletions. 

If you will return all copies pai have. we will make the necessary 
deletions, declassify the documents, and return copies to you. 

Under the secrecy agreement signed by you, you may not reveal 

or publish any classified information or have in your possession 

any classified CIA documents. / Accordingly, when you return the docu- 
ments, you should also certify that you have no other copies and 

no other CIA classified docyments. 


poet 


Fi Angus MacLean Thuermer 
iy Assistant to the Director 
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I am sure you won't overlook 
Mr. Colby's attached handwritten comments. 
I presume that a brief memorandum response 
is called for unless you will be talking . 
with him and can answer his question at 
that time. Let me know how you prefer to 
handle. 


Suspense: 31 October 1973. 


LDP 
Att: DD/M&S 73-4009 


Executive Officer to the DD/M&S 
7D 26 Hqs 24 Oct 73 
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DD/M§S_73-4009: Memo dtd 15 Oct 73 to DCI fr DD/M&S, subj: Declassification Request - 
Mr e - 
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TO: (Officer designation, room number, and bATE : 
building) OFFICER'S COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom 


INITIALS to whom. Draw a line across column after each comment.) 
RECEIVED FORWARDED 


iS or: ; ; se 1 to 2: 

pp Subsequent to the drafting 
of the attached memorandum, DD/O 
consolidated the position of the 
components in his Directorate and 
concurs with the paragraph-3 recom 
mendation. DD/O and DD/M&S now 
have an agreed position and your 
approval is recommended. 
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Robert S. Wattles 
Acting DD/M&S 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Operations 


Bill: 


I would appreciate a consolidated 


DD/O position on the attached paper ASAP, 


TY ee 


Harold L, Brownman 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 


FROM : Deputy Director for Management and Services 


SUBJECT : Declassification Request a 


1. Action Requested: Guidance is requested with respect 
to the Agency's response to Mr. request that five 
memoranda, written by him during his tenure with the Agency, 
be declassified. 


2. Basic Data: Ina letter dated 4 September 1973, Mr. 
a former DDO employee, requested the declassification 
of five memoranda, basing his request on Executive Order 11652. 
Mr. wrote that he had no objection to deletions {f they 
were based upon valid security consfderations. 2 
Mr. as you know, has these documents in his possession 
and, at the time of your confirmation hearings, presented copies 
of them to the Senate Armed Services Committee. The 15 July 1973 
had also given 
coptes some newsmen. — 


The documents were reviewed by EA Division, which reconmended 


the release of unclassified (i.e., sanitized) versions of all five 
memoranda, and by the which recommended 
against releasing any of them. @ Information Services Group, 


which coordinated the DDO response, recommended the declassification 
of only one_of the memoranda, that dated 15 December 1961. (Copies 
of the fiv memoranda and related correspondence are attached.) 


In view of the fact that the memoranda have already been pro- 
vided to a Senate Committee and, presumably, distributed to the press, 
I believe that the interests of the Agency would be best served by 
releasing unclassified versions of the documents, after the excision 
of all still sensitive materials. 
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3. Recommendation: It is reconmenifed that yeu approve the 
release of the documents, subject to the deletions specified by 
the Chief, EA Division. 


. Deputy Of rector 


or 
Management and Services 


APPROVED: /s//V £_ ( [bu 200 ef 197.3 


DISAPPROVED: 
Attachments: a/s 


Distribution: 
Orig. - Return to ISAS — 
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Assistant to the Director 
CIA 
D.C. 20505 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to Title 32, National Defense, Chapter 
XIX - CIA - Part 1900 - etc., Executive Order 11652, 


It is requested that the documents identified below be 
declassified. I classified them, and they bear my name. 


There is no objection to the deletion of any psuedonyms, 
cryptonyms or true names, for security reasons, provided 
the intent is not to distort or hide the truth. 


If these memoranda have been shredded, copies may be 
obtained from the Senate Armed Services Committee. 


Very trul ours 


sit a tat 


’ 
7) 
J 


Gee 


Fated Pteciees, J re a oa Nagas 
On Soutn Vietnam" 
5 


pal 
r 


os 
ed 
ere: 


5 he treation of a Policy 
RSived Par Reigade? F003 '? CHERDP34- 60780R0061001 10038-4 


SUBJECT: [Qptiénal) 


OFFICER'S COMMENTS [Number eoch comment to show from whom 
: INITIALS to whom. Drow a Tine ocross-cofumn after each comment.) 


LOL PE, Cf 24° FE. 


228 


Poa 


rss OT *otiehe spk oS6GREE Retehsb ALONREDEEITEAA-ROPE}-PEBREH NG 1001 FOPSAKCLASSIFIED 


25X11 Approved For Release 2003/06/06 : CIA-RDP84-00780R006100110038-4 


Next 16 Page(s) In Document Exempt 


Approved For Release 2003/06/06 : CIA-RDP84-00780R006100110038-4 


Approved For Release 2003/06/06 : CIA-RDP84-00780R0061001 10038-4 


- Available : 


6/24/98 


Approved For Release 2003/06/06 : CIA-RDP84-00780R006100110038-4 


° 


" Approved For Release 2003f08/068E FIA-RDP84-00780R0061001 10038-4 


| NS 


LSG-73/23 


fy nam aya 
Ul vi, dso 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Classification Programs Branch 


SUBJECT: Mandatory Declassification Request 


REFERENCE: Your Memorandum dated 11 September 1973, 
Same Subject ; 


1. The five memoranda attached to the referent request have been 
reviewed for possible declassification. A decision has been made to 
deny declassification on all except the memorandum dated 15 December 1961 
which may be declassified. The decision to retain classification on the 
four remaining memoranda is based particularly on paragraph 5B(2) of 
EO 11652, however, the memoranda dated 5 October 1961 also contains 
information furnished by a foreign government and thus paragraph 5B(1) 
would apply. 


2. While it is true that these memoranda are largely opinions of 
the author, the opinions expressed concern persons, plans, policy, and 
y degearae te of this Agency which would be jeopardized by declassification 
nd public disclosure. We also recognize that, given the critical nature 
of the comments, the Agency could be accused of an attempted "cover-up." 
This has not been our purpose in denying declassification. 


3. A completed Form 3533 is returned herewith. 


Attachments 
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19 September 1973 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy for Information Management 
Information Services Group 


SUBJECT: Declassification Request 
ame ( 


1. Per our telephone conversation of 18 September the 


following are my comments_on the request for declassification 
of Agency documents from a 


2. In general I am opposed in principle to: 


a) establishing any precedent for a former Agency 
employee (retired or fired) being able to have 
his "personal" Agency documents declassified. 


b) aiding a malicious malcontent in public attacks 
on the Agency and its senior officers by providing 
Agency documents for this purpose. 


3. If not already done, the|__] request with accompanying 
documentation should also be sent to East Asia Division for comment. 


4. The [ documents should be exempt from declassification 
per EO-11652 particularly category 5B(2) and at least in one case 
his memorandum of 5 October 1961 which makes reference to 
reports should be exempt under category 5B(1). 
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5. I note tha in his letter to the Agency requesting 
declassification of The cuments, says "If these memoranda have 
been shredded, copies can be obtained from the Senate Armed Services 
Committee." It would be interesting to know how these documents 
came into the hands of the Senate Armed Services Committee. If they 
were provided by the Agency in response to [__|accusations, 
there is obviously no problen. If on the other hand [_] provided 
the Committee with the documents, there is a question of his 
unauthorized removal of Agency documents from Agency files and the 
possibility, if this is the case, that he may have removed documents 
other than those listed. This matter should be reviewed by the 
appropriate authorities for its security and legal implications. 
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